
P 



EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS 

“It is desired that, consistent with opational 

requirements, groue discussions, through the 

medium ARMY TALKS . . . be held in all 

units within this command, using one hour 

of training time each week . . . unit 

commanders will conduct an orientation 

program, using not less than one hour 

training time a week . . . presentation of 

this material is a command function. . . . 

A company officer will be present at each 

discussion, whether or not he is the 

discussion lead&. . . . ” 

BY COMMANDOF GENERAL I~~ENH~FvER.. 

(Extrnct from 1et:er ETO, 30 April 154-2, AC 352/Z OpGA, 

Subject: Education in Military and Current Affairs.) 

;-. 
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Notes from Normandy 
‘HA?’ !-ou’vr been taught at Fort Benning and Camp Blandirlg w and l”ort Old, or wherever you did your training, is pay-inp off in 
l~orm~~ndy todab-. 

0tt1 n~en are pushing and pushin, m-the Jerry can’t cope with what 
\V(’ I1:tvr. 

But tllc terrain is ne\v. It’s not Georgia or t‘lorid:t or C:alifornia. It isn’t 
T uni5icl, Sicil!; or Ital)-. 

It’s ;I nr\v kind of country--and a new kind of Lear-. The onllr old thing 
about it is the enemy-and even lie is up to nr\v tricks. 

Herr- arc some of the lessons xve’re learning in Normandy. They come 
from thca off~crrs, non-corns, and enlisted men \\,ho are fighting there. To 
gc.t t1rc.m AR1fY TALKS went right to the front lines, to the hospitals, 
the supply dumps, the (:1’s and the fi~x holes. 

‘1‘hq’rc not to be taken as ~c,spel and doctrine. l’hey’re nothing more 
nor I<x than Tvhat men and ofllcera rt.ccxntl!- in coml)at say. Thrse are the 
comments of some after tlie)i have met up with the Ciermans. 

Agl. IIlf~rlt~Y : Take a look at this coun&, her; What do you see ? 
You see hedgerows and mot-c hedgerows-the whole place is chopped up 
into little fields, rach divided from the other 11~ a high, bushy hedgerow. 
Well, the (fermans shoot at those hedges. l‘hey dig special entrances in 
them, and then zero in on those h&s. You can fox them, though. 
,Just tn,l kc your o\vn hole and with a little luck and skill, you’ll surprise 
the Huns and lay it on them. 

Q!. Ir!f;?ntv : At first those hedgerows had us stopped, but we caught 
on, and here’s the answer. Take the biped of your light machine gun. 
Put on asbestos gloves, then spray those hedgerows a couple of times and 
lay it on good whenever you think there’s a .Jerr)- behind one. 

Sgt. Irfaut~y : \Ve found out WC don’t shoot enough. We were taught 
only to shoot what we see, and in the desert it worked out fine. But here 
all you set is hedges. So we’re shootin,q into lzhatever area we want to 
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move into--we spray it with plenty of lead. Jerry hates it-it really has 
him dizzy. 

Sgt. Infantry : We lie behind the hedge until we see Germans. Then 
w-e pin them down with machine guns. Once thq’re pinned down, we 
give them the old mortars and pretty soon they’re all cithcr dead, or ready 
to surrender. When the going gets that tough, they surrender. 

Lt. Cal. hfanlry : Here’s how w-e’ve learned to handle this hedgerow 
problem : The Jerries usualjy have machine guns posted in the corners 
of the field. We plaster the fcn~r corners with two 81 mm. mortars. Then 
we spraY the forward hec$erow with Piat machine guns. Then we send 
in two squads of automatic riflemen, one up each side of the field, to mop 
up what’s left. Generally, there’s not’ much left. 

S,qt. fn/Pzn/rv : Keep your rifle ready for action. That means don’t . - 
slimg it over‘ )our shoulder and don’t lean it +ainst a tree five feet away. 
Coming up from the beacf>, a Kraut stllck his lxad up five feet a\va)- f+om 
me ;r~lcl fired. Hc Inissed--I shot at him, but my safity lb-as on and by the 
tjme I was set to shoot again: he was gone. 

\ 

Have Your Rifle Reedy-Squeeze It 
IL./. rnfiln//_v : I don’t sa)- the f,oys should all go around \\ ith rfleir safiaties 

off-- lrt the old men, the veterans, dons the)- please. The new men had better 
kerp on the safety. But just rrmember this : (.hrr) ~-our rifle ‘it port ; ha\-e 
it where you can use it: quick ! \-ou’re a ~fiunter, see--)-ou’rc f?untirlg all 
the, time--and you’re apt to get just one chance. Be read!-, tflat’s all I 
SaY. And that goes at all times, except 011 a regular route march. 

Qt. hfaftfy : ‘l’he best shooting is at 50 to IOO yards. There isn’t 
much long range stuff here. 

LI. hfonlry : Let the boys flave plenty-of ammo and let them go gun 
crazy. Shoot your MI into any suspected area. Shoot whcre\yer You 

-think they are. Don’t let yourself be pinned down with one shot-keep 
shoc,ting and move a little to the right or left after each shot. 1 generally 
firrd standing in this country-but w$en I’m in a clear space, a prone 
;,osition is best-with a hasty sling. 

PJi. ~q~ti2)ltl:): : At’first I was shy. I didn’t kno\v the rcopes .tnd I hated 
to make any noise. \Yhen I heard somcthiq I hesitated and didn’t 
do anything. Btit now I know the score. I‘m out to kill e\-try German 
I call get. ,‘fll’e .American soldier ha5 to learn to fl‘ltc : hc has to learn 
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to kill right alray. Don’t ask any questions, shoot and keep shooting. 
That isn’t a license to trigger-happy gqs to shoot at everything all the 
timr. I mean I\ hen Your judgment tells you it’s a Jerq, don’t hesitate ! 

S$. Zrlfnrrtp : The big thin, u in marksmanship is alertness. you’ve 
got to pick them up fast. and squeeze it off in a hurrY. *Jerry understands 
this cover and concealment business-you’ve got to be on Your toes and 
wide alvake. 

F/‘/;,. 17!fbnt,y : \Vatch your rifle or carbine like a baby. I clean it every 
chance I grt. ,Just a few drops in the chamber kerps it okay-don’t put 
in too much oil-it “ goofs ” it off: Keep tfle gas chamber dry--don’t 
put any oil in it. 

A$. Irfattftjj : Even more important, keep Your ammo clean. When 
you lay )-our belt down, dirt gets in and you can’t see it. Then, when 
a bullet goes into the chambe,r, there’s dirt on it, and you get a misfire. 
1Vipe your bullets off with a tooth brush, or patch, or a rag. Get the dirt 
off’ sornrllow. 

Sgt. rnfflnfl_1v : \Vant to know why old soldiers live-and the replace- 
ments nbed to be replaced and replaced ? I’ll tell you. Old soldiers 
know x%-hat enemy weapons can do. They have plenty of re>pect for them. 
The!- don’t expose themselves needlessly. They aren’t afraid to be afraid 
-the!; don’t act brave-the)- duck and run for cover when their eyes 
and ears give the warning. ThpY know when to be alert-and when 
to relax. They travel light and fight light. They hit the’ dirt and don’t 
run wild or fireze so they’re helpless. They let the enemy get close so 
they can hit him. They aren’t trigger happy. They don’t bunch up. 
The)- look where they’re going-up, down and around, not just at their 
i&t like rookies. They keep doing something all the time in combat- 
1h~y don’t just do nothing. 

What Normandy Vets Think Qf Jerry 
Id. Infanfty : The Jerry is a queer fighter. He fires sometimes, just to 

build up his confidence. Some of our guys are trigger happ)i, too. It 
doesn’t pay. In this country, pour it on when you smell a target-but 
don’t ,just shoot to keep up Your o\vn spirits. 

C,‘oi. AWedical Corps : An)- time you’re tempted to sell the Germans short, 
thiuk this one over : Do You know how many oxygen masks there are 
in the (;erman army ? One per man ! .Their gas masks are built so that 
all you have to do is flip a gadget, attach an oxygen tank, and the man 
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2811 brearhe. 
‘I‘hcy’rc’smarc. 

‘L’hese guys won’t be beaten by our under-estimating them. 
Thc$rc tough, and they’re plenty wicked. 

IY. IU/;II:I,;Y ; i;cr.ni;tns try not to close in with you. \Vhen you <hoot 
at tl1cr11 c,i\c it io !Ilcm, straight and plenty-and the ones you don’t hit 
will move otir, !Iru~l!:I. 

c!,c. /:!/;U/!!,V : 11‘ )011 cj\ e a Nazi a chance to puH a f&t one, he’ll Pull 
it. St;rv b.lck ~\Sllc~~ they begin to surrender-let them come to voti 
Once in a wllilc there is a Ijnaiic :unong them \\ho takes advantage oi the 

white flag. One came with a \vhite flag in one hand, and a potato masher 
in the other. He pitched the grenade at us when he got close enough. 
Hc missed-\ve didn’t. 

Pr.1. zt!fi~lrlty : One of them yelled to me in English, “ Friend ! “-and 
let us have it. 

C.‘@l. Zt!fa~ljy : The thing to remember is-there are lots of Germans 
and non-Germans in their Army. Some of them are fair and square 
fightersland some of them are tricky and dirty. 
no chances. 

The safe thinF_iis-take 
\t’e w-ant ;X many prisoners as we can get-we don t want to 

discourape prisoners by shooting at them when they- try to give up. \Vhat 
)-ou should do is let them come to you-but don’t expose yourself by poing 
out to them. 

It’s A Mobile War: Keep Moving 
,\::‘&. Ir!furllr~ : The more aggressive you are, the better the results. Don’t 

putter and piddle around. If you let them get the initiative, they keep it. 
Keep them off balance. Shoot and keep shooting. LIove, don’t lkeeze 

up* 
.A:$. Itifairtty : If you don’t keep your eyes open, you’ll get lead hetwecn 

them. so matter how tired you get, keep your eyes open ! You’re fighting 
experienced, mean killers-don’t forget that. 

13.. I/&/l/!y : Take a look at that German radio \ue captured. On the 
dial are the names of stations to tune in orl-Berlin, Dresden, Rfunich, 
Leipsig, Stuttgart, but no London-or any town outside Germany. We 
can listen to an)-thing-they had to listen to just their o\~n statiolls. 
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I-f. I$znty : Get out at the main approach the enemy is apt to use. 
(;et t~z-o men there, one to cover the other. Keep them a little apart- 
and that way when something happens, they’re set to act. 

Chp. ilI-t&y : Locate yourself mentally by inspection of the country. 
The maps we have are a big help too. They’re r/25,000-and that’s the 
doughboys’ map. Hedgerows are little black lines on the r/25,000 map, 
and );ou can easily pick up all the trails and roads. 

C$l. Itfatitty : The Jerry doesn’t like to work at night. It’s a good 
time to go out and get him. You can pick up his position better at night 
than bv day-just follow the line of the tracers from his machine guns. 
By day’it’s hard to see him because of his smokeless powder. 

Artillery Is Footsoldie‘r’s Best Friend 
Lf. h~a~?tr;y : Hug your oM,n artillery fir?. Get right behind its bursts 

and follo\v it. Don’t let it get too far ahead of you:if you hit the Boche 
after the artillery, you can nail him. But if you give him a chance to snap 
out of it, your I\-ork is hard. 

I (.ap. Injhnty : These kids of ours don’t have any fear of small arms 
fire---but our artillery scares some of them. That’s wrong. A doughboy’s 
best friend is his artillery. He should lean against its fire-stay no farther 
awa\. than 50 or 75 yards behind it. A few chunks may fall on us, but 
that’s not as bad as we’d get from Jerry. The other thing to do is-spread 
out ! 

Cd. It!fau:ry : One of our big problems in this kind of country is locatinzz 
an enemy that’s fired at you. We do it by the “ crack and thump method. 
First );ou hear the crack as the bullet passes you. Then you hear the thump 
01‘ the muzzle blast of the gun that fired. The important thing is--look for 
thy chump, not the crack. If the bullet is goivg to hit you, you won’t even 
hear it, so no ‘use worrying about the sound It makes. But listen for that 
thump and 1-0~ have your target narrowed down. The crack and thump 
metllod ~.orks \vith everything except their mortar. Only a very experienced 
mati (‘at] spot the mortars, and the best way is to get to an observation 
POSI and hatch for them. 

Notes Qn Mines 

Co!. Infmt~-)’ : 
,pers0mci mit;es. 

I’d also like to stress enemy *mines-particularly anti- 
\Vhen you come to a minefield start making a path through 

it. ‘l‘he fields themselves are usually- clearly marked. Wherever you ?uspcct 
a mine stand OR away from it at a good distance and fire at it to explode it. 
You can uenerally spot them-all except the trip wire types. Be on the 
,look-out’% the \+res-from a frlv inches to a foot off tl!e ground. The 



8 ARMY TALKS 5 July, 1944 

re 

On the morning ofJune 6, 1944, elements of the fan~ous 

V.S. First Dil-ision nssauIted this strip of beach in 

Sormand!-. l‘hrouqh mine-stre\vn waters they pwshed 

ashore, in the face of murderous tire from the cnem)-‘s 

emplaced defenses on the sand rid~gge beyond. Seldom 

have wldiers been called upon to fight as these men of 

the Fiuhtin,q Firct did. ,Y C:lin+g desperately to a scant 

seven-yard beachhead at first, they rallied in spite ’ 

losses to hurl the enemy fkom his strongpoints and or 

a road into the interior. 

-- 
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ammunition and pioneer platoon of the battalion generally stays right out 
ahead. Those men know the mines and mark them-they’ve taken out 
hundreds already in this campaign alone. 

cll. Ittfat&y : You can generally see <Jerry’s mines. They lived near 
their own mines so they’re careful to mark them. Mines needn’t stop you. 
There are “ Achtung Minen ” signs up all over the country. There are 
more signs than mines here. 

Some Tips Front Medics In Action 
Co!. iiirborne Division : I say give the devil his due. The German will 

takr ad\-antage of you every time he can-but I have never seen him fire 
at our medics if he sees the Red Cross brassard on their arms. I think soldiers 
~410 report that Germans are using their medics as ammunition carriers 
arc probably dreaming. War isn’t a pink tea, and the Germans know it. 
I like the lvay they bury their dead and evacuate their wounded. One 
evening we killed about a hundred of them. Next day there wasn’t a 
trace of their dead in the area. They take care of our wounded and 
dead, too. 

Co/d. .Uedical C’orjs : 
men and said, 

I’ve held up the American tourniquet before my 
“ This is a very dangerous weapon.” Our boys watch it 

IlOW. Our experience is that the tourniquet need very rarely be used. 
These youngsters have elastic blood vessels. 
are all that’s needed in by far the most cases. 

Simple pressure dressings 

S$. I\fedical Corps : Our boys in this outfit put sulfa powder on the 
wounds as quick as we can. Sulfa pills sometimes get puked up by a 
lvounded man, but the powder stays on the job and cuts down infection. 

MPs Are A Blessing, Men Reveal 
ht. IttJi7tky : I never thought I’d see the day when I’d s&y, “ C;od 

bless the. SIPS,” but I have to admit that the day has come. 1 used to 
spend my time dodging them-now I keep looking for them all the time 
-and wherever it’s thiikest an Ml’ is there. In this country with a foreign 
lingo, and dozens of roads and paths all mixed up, I couldn’t get around 
without the MPs to help me. 

, Ss/. 3Jilitary Police : Tell the drivers to signal the direction they want to 
go-it tvill speed things up a lot on these crowded roads. 

Pfc. Quartertngsler : You’ve got to remember that these little French 
crossroads are crowded and sometimes shelled. Don’t pick an intersection 
Sor a parking place or you’ll hold up everybody behind you. If you want 
to ask the SIP there a question pull on past before you pull over. 

Lt. &filitary, Police : It sure would make our lives easier if outfits would 
I notify- the nearest MP _of their:. lo&tion whenever they move. )Ve’re --__. 
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always bein,? asked where such and such an outfit is. We all cal:rl; note- 
books and pencils and if someone Lvould tell us the code name and location 
of the CP or dump, or whatever it is, we could help stragglers and others 
who ma). 1)~ looking for it. 

Notes On Supply 

Qt. Quarterttrusfer : 7’ell them . Joes to take only what they can carry. 
Forget all the love letters and stinky lotions. We left aI that behind and 
we’re taking with LIS only what \re would have taken in the first place. 
Be sure you have blankets, raincoats, shelter half and extra socks and shoes. 
Thi$ is wet, cold country-if you dump that stuff, you’ll be sorry. But 
the other junk-forget it. 

L-l Chteral Ojker : A unit can go only as far as its supplies will allow. 
Supply discipline goes hand in hand with military discipline. To request 
more than you need is inefficient. To waste what you have is sabotage ! 

Pfr. (&artetwasler : LVatch )-our spare parts. In the old days back in 
training camp, a lost or damaged pirt meant KP or a bite out of your pap, 
but here it means nothing to shoot with when );ou need it most. 

PJr. .2lotor Pool : I got an idea that’s worth millions of dollars-if onl) 
guys w:ould listen to me. It’s simply this : don’t spill a drop of gas \\.llen 
you make a transfer. Use the funnel-pour it in easy-use both hands 
and get someone to help you if you can. But don’t let the stuff run all 
over 11lc floor of +hr car. IVhen xou see all the gas it takes to keep this 
show rnovinx, )ou find out \vhat it means to save the drops. ‘The). add 
up to tanker loads, but these _Joes It-on’t believe me-they won’t until they 
need gas some d<ty and don’t have any. 

C.j?l. Militarl, Police : Time and again I set drivers sitting around lvaiting 
for something to do-then they get orders to move and their trucks or jeeps 
stall and go dead. If only- they’d move off their fannies and do a little 
first and second echelon jobs during stops and waiting periods, thr stufl‘ 
would be ready to roll all the time. Don’t wait until your car is deadlined 
before you start with lvork on the motor and greasing. 

I.t. Q~arterttmkr : M:h o’s <going to pay for all these supplies we’re usirig? 
Make no mistake about it, old cock, rue are. If these dumb Joes knew the 
price of a box of IO in I rations, they wouldn’t toss half of it into a ditch 
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the way I see some of them do, and that goes for all the other stuff the> 
\vahte. It costs dough-and we’re gonna have to pay for it. 

.\i!. Qlnrtermaster : In this man’s war, every man is his own supply 
seqca~~c. 

(.n!,t. Quartermaster : The trouble is some of these outfits are afraid the) 
\voti’t get any supplies up front where they’re going. SO they hoard 
evrr)~lhin,~ they can and when the order comes, they pile it all into theit 
\.c.liiclcs. The vehicles get overloaded and on these roads that means 
tl0ul,lr:. It’s all a vehicle can do to carry its normal overload. Hoarding 
makes the problem worse. 

Bring Warm Clothing-And Lots Of Ammo 
Agt. hfant?~ : I know the temptation to throw away heavy stuff like 

blankets and shoes. We had a hot spell and lots of the boys did it. But 
when it turned cold and wet you should have heard them holler for warm 
blankets and a change of kicks. We had to re-supply them. We used up 
gas, oil and transport, to say nothing of the stuff itself. It would have been 
better to have brought up more ammo. 

Pvt. Artilley : You know why I think Jerry is going to lose the war ? 
On account of all the stuff he’s leaving in the ditches. There arc enough 
Fas masks, overcoats, pants, tools, helmets, shoe polish and other junk 
1n the French fields to supply a young army. All that stuff is going to 
have to be made up somewhere-and I sure wouldn’t want to be the one 
to pay for it. 

Sgt. Ordnance : I can understand a soldier forgetting a lot of things. 
Rut I can’t get into my Ilead how anyone can be dumb enough to leave 
behind any ammunition. It’s like rowing out into the ocean and throwing 
away your oars. It wouldn’t be so bad except there are a lot of other 
gu)-s in the same boat depending on those oars. 
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Notes On Driwing 
Pfi. Qurtel-master : 

over again. 
You’ve got to get used to driving on the right all 

.At first it’s easy, because the novelty keeps your mind focused 
on thc*,job, Ijut once the novelty wears off, you tend to let your guard dovcn. 
Then bang ! It only takes ant: collision with a red truck (explosives) to 
finish the \vm--for you. 

.\du/or Pool OJiccr : Amcrir‘ans are the best damned drivers in the 
\vorld. \Ve can’put the bi; babies right where we want them. 1l:e don’t 
put thrm in ditches-lvhen we do it’s on account of we’re pooped,out fi-om 
clrivinq too m11c11 and too hard. 

But I \\ouldn’t have a lorr\- driver working for me if I was a civilian. 
‘I‘hey gun it too hard-the), ride roughshod over these bumpy roads and 
ride tlic hell out of their equipment. 

Instead of MTalking the last IOO yards over torn up ground around a 
CP or I)attery, they’ll move the truck right in to save themselves a walk-- 
and it tears the machine to pieces. 

\Ve have the idea the Army doesn’t expect more than xo,ooo miles 
out of a vehicle. Hell, in civilian life Lve’d take a car in after 10,000 miles 
for a good overhaul and sencl her out again gotId as new. But not these 
Army jalopies. \V’r run them into the ground in no time, and then holler 
for a iiew one. 

‘These cars all ought to be checked before running them after the X\ ;~!er- 
prooling has l~een removed. In this pool I’m in, lye deadline our cars 
ever). fe\1- da!-s, other\\-ise the)- \voulcln’t get any cart at all. 

?‘hcl~~ arc soft spots all over this Fl-ench countryside-dolvn ;It the 
beach and in muddy places \vhcre the traffic has churned the concrete 
to bits. ‘I’oo man)- d1,ivel.s tr)- to force their trucks through tllcsc spots 
with a t\vo wheel drive. Put her into four wheel drive right away. Don’t 
wait until ;_.ou’vc stuck. 

Another thing, be sure to put sandbqs on the floors of all :~elticles. 
One of our Iqs was tossed :lo feet the other day. He \vas dri\-ing a 
command car. He hvanted to make a turn in the road and opened a 
gate to give him room to back up in. The road had been demined, hut 
not the. firid be);ond the gate. Well. he’s \<:alking, but they still ha\.en’t 
found .rll the pieces off the rear end of that car. First thing he said \vhcn 
he :got l~rck \\ils .‘ For your own sate. put sandbags all over thr bottom.” 
Seven hags Ij,ill take care of a jeep-it takes nine to tlvelve sandbags for a 
con~mand car. 

Give \-our car the most 1st and and echelon maintenance you can- 
don’t fiqct the oil and grease--and u\e y(~ur gears so you don’t sll.ain 
her. ‘l‘hnt !\as true in training. Jt’s even more important nol\-. 

One thing more. Look at this mot(?r pool. A11 these trucks and jeeps 
you see are nicely camouflaged from the ‘iir, under apple trees with nctti:;,q 
spread out over and around the ca1.s. But look at the way some jerk laid 
out all those _gasoline tins in the oprl1. One sappy trick Eke that one 
dope goofs off all the good work done IJV ever)-one else. 

F 
- ..--_.. . ---__.. 
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Some Facts About Normandy _-- 
TOR5IXNDY was one of the old provinces of the Kingdom of France. 

I\( Now the country is divided into departments for ;t.drnini~trativc L 
purposes. 

‘IIt? old pro\-ince of Normandy includes the modern departments 
(somcrhittg like our countieb) of I\lanchc and (:alvados in which most of 
tltc iiglttirtg has taken place. Thr country T,\-ay called Nor-man-dy after 
the So&-men, \\-ho conquered it about 1,000 \-ears ago. M’hPn you set 
a tall, l,lue-eyed blond, who doesn’t fit ,your idea of what a E’rrrtchman 
should look like, remember the old \s.iktngs. 

Alost of the territory bvithin our iines is less than 600 feet alcove sea 
Jr\-cl, but a little further south the Hills of Nortnandy rise to about 1,200 

scrt. The coast line varies from high clif& 400 fret high at Joburg on 
the Ivest coast of the Cherbourq peninsula to the long beaches v;herc we 
landed. The tides arc tricky, ;rt many places varying from 20 to 30 feel, 
so, if you go slvimming, VO~Ull~Xily Or IlcJt, be car&d. 

Normandy is a fkrming province. The Sorman farmer is regarded by 
otltcr Frenchmen somewhat as the Scot is bv the English or the New 
England Yankee by other Americans. He ‘is not ,q;iven to exuberance, 
but is likely to be a self-suAicient fellow, \vell satisfied with his fertile 
farm and ,good living, 

The weather is usualI>- mild and damp. Extreme cold or heat is unusual. 
Tllc prevailing lvinds are south\\ eat. 

2 
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Some Handy French Phrases 
Food 7 (rat) hlangrr ? (mahn-JAY) 
\Vater 7 (drink) Boire ? (Invarj 
Show me ? RIontrez-moi (tnawntray-MWA) 
\Vaahroom ? Lavabo { la-va-HO) 
Soldiers ? Soldats is&-DA) 
(;ermans ? Bnches 1’ i;,t\\ sll) 
Friend ? Atni I’ ~;rli-~lI~f~j 
How many ? Ciombirn i ka\\-tn-B-Yan) 
Thank you hlcrci I:tn:t).r-Sl:E) 
\Vhere ? Oti ? (0,) 

Material for this issue was secured in 
the combat area in Normandy by a 
member of ARMY TALKS staff, and 
sent back by ‘plane. It is written by 

the soldiers fighting in France. 

__-- - 
~ 1’!,,::,,:1 1,:. Lwa::~‘s ‘k P earson Printiw CO.. Ltd.. Exmoor Street, N. Kensington, London, W.10. 
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ERE is an ARMY TALKS from the battlefield. Men in combat 
have contributed it and what they have to say is valua.ble to US 

all. Let’s evaluate their s:aiements and discuss them. There are 
diffc-rrnces of opinion expressed and no one has to accept any of the opinions 
as final. But no one will be inclined to pass by lessons learried the hard 
wa >-. For those who are with them or who expect to join them soon 
every sentence is worth thinking about, and talking over with officers 
:tnd non-corns. Remember, ARAIY TALKS are for discussion. 

NOTE ‘I’0 ARklY GROCND FORCE UNIT LEADER : 

This is your talk : from your men, fir your men. No matter what 
your job there is sc;methiti?’ t-hat c‘;?n app!y to i: here. Ordnance can 
get new tips on bati!c cart‘ r,f the 11 I. A sergeant points out the need of 
keeping the ammo fre? front dirt ; a lieutenant carries a tooth brush to 
clean c,iT his. 1 

NOTl; TO AIR 1~OKCE UXT LEADERS : 

Wfhciut the uncearin~ cooperation of the Air Force:-bombcr~ and 
lkght:r’S--iIleSft men would not hn1.e made the progress it1 Yotrnat:dy 
which the)’ have. Neve;l !;efore has an amphil,ious operxtion licen so 
thoroughly shielded b>- air power as were the landings in France. Never 
has air ilower been better able to prove its value% as a coorditta ting link 
in the chain of attack. Cherbourg has been taken zs much from tile air 
as from the land. Today al! land operations can be accelerated or slowed 
down depending on which side has air superiority. 

NOTE TO SOS UNIT LEADERS : 
Erc,tli rcndirfg these comments from Normandy you might think men 

must 1Jc’ iti actton before the!- learn the value of equipment. The veteran 
learns IO cnrr)- the neccssitit,s-he does not leal-c his helmet or his ammo 
behind. X(or does he start off w-it11 a iot of estt-n stuH‘ \\.liiclt sooner or 
later Ilr musit junk. 1-0~ alrezsd>- knolv it-but thi? bears it out-we 
arc wirtnittg thifi war l~cause \t-<: 1tai.e ‘* got thar fitstest with the mostest.” 
PuppI!- has done the heroic and sotnctimes thnnkies~ job of get:ing the stuff 
up thct,c -~ tirrtc or place or dcnth Ita\-e made no dit?erettcc. 

Le:rd OIJ’ thee disc+tssic,n \\.itlt tltr t%ur I>est comments in the issue.*Choose 
each OIIP so tit,) t it applirs t’> \-<>ttr tttlit. 
two qttestiottY each. 

Ask two men to be ready with 
At the cl&e, allo\\ five minutes to point UD the dis- 

cu::sloIt. ‘Tltc American Force> Sct\\ork progratn goes on the air at 1430 
hours c)n Saturday-note change in time. 
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TIME : Saturday, ’ 8 July 1944 

at 1430-1500 hours. . . 
. 

_.._ _ ._ _ _. 

PLACE: Any : conv.epient spot : : ‘:* 
: whetie ‘you- have a radio r 

. and &~lroc&‘. for yam 
.I 
! 

_ . 
pl&oon I 

_ . . ~ 
td. listen in i 

‘and d&iz@i-sthe subject. 

., .,. STATlO~ : 
’ AmeriCan Forces Network. 
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